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birds are destroyed, harmless ones will still labor in that vocation ; but 
the misfortune is, that all together are not sufficient for the purpose, 
and, if any are exterminated, the evil will grow. 

" It is well known, that the cultivation of fruit is regarded as hope- 
less by many, and found discouraging by all who attempt it. And the 
reason is, not that the birds plunder the trees, but that insects destroy 
them. The insects then, and not the birds, are the proper subjects of 
extermination. Means may be found to prevent the birds from taking 
more than their portion of the fruit, but it is not probable that human 
agency can contend with the millions of the insect race. If so, we are 
taking the part of our enemies against our friends ; and it may be our 
persecution of the birds, which has caused the insects to increase 
in numbers to such an extent, that many doubt, whether, under pres- 
ent circumstances, the more delicate kinds of fruit are worth the trou- 
ble and expense of cultivation." — pp. 32, 33. 

Dr. Gould's Report, also, is only a letter, containing a cat- 
alogue of the additions made to the known shells of Massachu- 
setts, within two years, by himself, Couthouy, and others, and 
serving as an indication of what is doing in that department. 

The Commissioners for the Botanical Survey have made no 
Report. 

We are glad to learn, that the continuance of the Survey is 
authorized for another year, and we hope it will be carried on, 
from year to year, until it shall be completed. 



6. — 1. Collections of the Rhode Island Historical Society. Vol. 
IV. — An Historical Discourse on the Civil and Religious 
Affairs of the Colony of Rhode Island. By John Callen- 
der, M. A. With a Memoir of the Author, Biographical 
Notices of some of his distinguished Contemporaries, and 
Annotations and original Documents, illustrative of the 
History of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, 
from the first Settlement of the Country to the End of the 
First Century. By Romeo Elton, M. A. Providence : 
Knowles, Vose, &. Co. 1838. 8vo. pp. 270. 
2. Act of Incorporation and Constitution and By-Laws of 
the Kentucky Historical Society, organized March, 1838, 
at Louisville, Kentucky. Louisville : Prentice & Weis- 
singer. 12mo. pp. 12. 

The Rhode Island Historical Society, though among the 
youngest of a somewhat numerous tribe, is, with the single ex- 
ception of the parent society of Massachusetts, the most vigor- 
ous and prolific of the number. The last-named society now 
issues regularly an annual volume, having just reached the 
twenty-sixth ; and its sister of Rhode Island, though instituted 
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only a few years since, has already published four volumes, of 
considerable value and interest, containing, among other pa- 
pers, "Roger Williams's Key to the Indian Languages"; Gro- 
ton's book, entitled, " Simplicity's Defence against the Seven- 
headed Policy"; and "The early History of Narragansett," 
by Elisha R. Potter, Esquire. The fourth volume, which has 
just appeared, and the title of which we have given at length, 
at the head of this article, yields in importance to none of its 
predecessors. Though a brief work, being, in fact, nothing 
more nor less than a century sermon, delivered one hundred 
years ago, it is remarkable, as being the only history of the 
State that has yet been written. Never having been reprinted 
since its first appearance, in 1739, copies of it had become 
exceedingly rare ; and the Society have therefore done wisely 
in incorporating it in their Collections, and thus putting it 
within the reach of that rapidly increasing class of students 
among us, who are investigating the early history of the coun- 
try. 

The Reverend John Callender, the author of the " Historical 
Discourse," was born in Boston, in the year 1706, where his 

frandfather and uncle had been successively ministers of the 
'irst Baptist Church. He entered Harvard College at the 
age of thirteen, and graduated in 1723. In the same year 
he was baptized, on a profession of faith, united himself with 
the church of which his uncle had the pastoral charge, and, 
in June, 1727, was licensed by that church to preach. After 
supplying, for a year and a half, the pulpit of the Baptist 
Church in Swansey, the oldest in Massachusetts, he was or- 
dained, in October, 1731, pastor of the First Baptist Church 
in Newport, the second of that denomination in America, 
where he continued till his death, in 1748, in the 42d year of 
his age. 

Mr. Calender's " Historical Discourse, " which he published 
at the age of thirty-three, is distinguished by the greatest merit, 
which such a work can have, namely, its entire accuracy. 
The editor of this volume, with all his sharp-sightedness and 
pains-taking, has been able to detect but a single error, and 
that of a very trifling nature, relating to the Christian name 
of an individual, (p. 97,) and which, after all, is merely the typo- 
graphical substitution of an E for a T. Mr. Callender is like- 
wise one of the fairest and most impartial of historians. Even 
in relating the real or fancied wrongs of the first settlers of 
Rhode Island, he does it with entire freedom from passion or 
resentment, and is willing to admit, that there may have been 
faults on both sides. Though standing up stoutly for the brave 
little colony of his adoption, he is not blind to the substantia! 
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merits and claims of the good old colony of Massachusetts Bay. 
In his statement of religious opinions, he is singularly candid, 
and is full of charity towards opposing sects. " Let us study," 
says he, " for peace, and to promote mutual love among Chris- 
tians of every denomination. We should love all of Christ we 
see in them." (p. 166.) Again ; " It is a grief to a Christian, 
as it is a scandal to the whole world, to see Christians (so 
called) full of envy and malice, hating and reviling one another, 
and smiting with the fist of wickedness. This, when all is 
said and done, is a more full and just argument, that such have 
no part in Christ, than any supposed orthodoxy of opinion can 
be of their interest in him." (p. 168.) And in another place 
he says, " It is certainly a reproach to Christians, that they 
can be so zealously affected about the things which are pecu- 
liar and distinguishing to each sect respectively, and yet be so 
cold and negligent of those wherein they all agree. It is rea- 
sonable to suppose those doctrines and duties, which all agree 
in, are the most important and essential." (p. 170.) 

Upon the whole, the volume, with its accompanying docu- 
ments and illustrations, is well worthy of perusal, and deserves 
a place in every library of American history. 

In the establishment of the, Kentucky Historical Society, we 
are glad to welcome a new laborer into the common field ; and, 
from our knowledge of the youthful ardor and perseverance of 
some of its associates, we anticipate, in coming years, a rich 
harvest of antiquarian and historical information. We hope, 
that it will meet, in the great valley of the West, with the co- 
operation and encouragement which so useful and commenda- 
ble an enterprise deserves. 



7. — Statistical Tables, exhibiting the Condition and Products of 
certain Branches of Industry in Massachusetts, for the 
Year ending April 1st, 1837. Boston. 8vo. pp. 212. 

This pamphlet is the fruit of the first systematic attempt, 
which has been made by the government of Massachusetts, to 
ascertain the annual amount of the products of manufacturing 
industry within the State. It embraces also the products of two 
or three other branches of industry, viz. wool, which is usually 
classed among the products of agriculture ; and fish, and oil, the 
products of the fisheries. The other productions of agriculture, 
and of the collateral branches of labor, such as the dairy, and 
many household manufactures, and those of navigation and 
commerce, are not included. The fruits of the. various me- 



